
A STUDY HOLIDAY IN      
BRIGHTON
CLASS 4A TUR, A.S 2016/17



This is the diary of an unforgettable experience for 
the students  of the class 4 A Tur:  a week in 
Brighton from the 1st to the 8th of April 2017 atten-
ding an English school and living with an English 
family. 

You’ll read about:

- A visit to the Old Ship Hotel

- An Interview with the host family

- A personal evaluation of the experience, positive/
negative side

- New English words and expressions to remem-
ber
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This is the school in Brighton, the BLC , the British 
Language College, a modern school in the city cen-
tre:
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 The Lanes

The Lanes are a collection of 
narrow lanes in Brighton, fa-
mous for their small shops (in-
cluding several antique shops) 
and narrow alleys. It is the city’s 
historic quarter, in the past it 
was the heart of the old fishing 
town of Brighthelmstone

The Royal Pavilion
is an exotic palace in the centre of 
Brighton with a colourful history. Built as 
a seaside pleasure palace for King 
George IV in the 1820s, this historic 
house mixes Regency grandeur with 
the visual style of India and China.



This is the cellar which has the most unique and 
atmospheric setting for all occasions. Private can-
dle-lit dining, drinks reception or buffet, whatever 
the occasion this historic location will be 
perfect.BRR
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The Old Ship Hotel: 

This hotel dates back to the 16th century
Its imposing exterior is a landmark of the Brighton 
seafront, with many bedrooms boasting beautiful 
views stretching across the coast. A short distance 
from the remarkable Brighton Pavillion, Brighton 
Pier and the Lanes Shopping Centre.

The Rooms are available with a Double or two Twin 
Beds and each features an en-suite bathroom or 
shower room, lounge chairs, a coffee table and a work-
station complete with stationery and tea and coffee ma-
king facilities. 
Guests can also enjoy a flat screen TV with Freeview 
channels and free Wifi as standard features:
 • Double, King or Twin Beds
 • En-suite bath or shower-room
 • Easy Chairs and Coffee Table
 • Work Desk Chair
 • Tea and Coffee Making Facilities
 • Flat Screen TV with Freeview Channels
 • Free Wifi
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BRIGHTON  PIER

The Pier was first opened in 1899, it is acknowledged as the 
finest pier ever built. 
There are rides and attractions for the whole family from the 
traditional fairground favourites to the latest games.
It’s also  a great place for food from fish&chips to fruit filled 
crepes, here you can find restaurants, sweet kioks and sa-
voury kiosks , they have something for everyone
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Rottindean is a coastal village next to the town of Brighton, in East Sussex, on the south coast of En-
gland. It has a historic centre, often the subject of picture postcards. Rudyard Kipling made his home 
here, you can still visit his old house adjacent to Kipling Gardens.
Its most historic other building is its  13th-century church of St Margaret.



My experience of Brighton  

I went to Brighton one week ago with a part of my class.

It was a great experience that I would like to repeat.

 Giada and I were hosted by a  family in a big house that was near the school.

Every day we took the bus and after 20 minutes we arrived at school.

We were in different classes because the first day we did a test to determine our level of English.

2 LENA

6

ROYA PAVILION: THE BANQUETING ROOM 



The lessons were very interesting and I was only with guys from other countries , like Thailand, China, Japan 
and Spain so I talked  in English all the time.

At first it was very difficult for me but during the holiday I tried to interact more and improve my language.

During the afternoon we did a lot of activities.For example, the second day, we went to London, it took just 
one hour by train. We saw  Buckingham Palace, but only from the outside, the Horse Guards Parade, Green 
Park, Trafalgar Square and afterwards we had some free time so we explored the city.

Moreover, we visited the Old Ship Hotel,  Brighton's oldest Hotel, a landmark of Brighton. It is situated in front 
of the sea, so from the rooms there is an amazing view, and it is very big: more than 150 rooms.

We saw the room for breakfast and for the meals.

Unbelievable was the cellar where we saw a lot of types of wines and  a big wooden table, used for big ban-
quets and for celebrating weddings or anniversaries. 

I didn't like this hotel very much for its style : I know it is an old hotel and so it can’t be modern, but I prefer 
the Venitian style.

In Venice there are many old hotels but they are more rafined,  clean and comfortable.

But my favourite visit was the Royal Pavillion.

There aren't words to describe the splendour of this palace. Everybody had an audioguide from which you 
could  listen to a voice that explained all the rooms, like the Long Gallery, the Great Kitchen, the Music 
Room, and the history of the place.

My favourite room was the Banqueting Room especially  the big and beautiful chandelier, hanging from the 
claws of a dragon.

We  also had a lot of freetime so we visited the city. Giada and I and  other friends went to the North and 
South Laines.

In the South Laines there were a lot of shops like jewellers’ and the famous choccywoccydoodah , a shop we-
re you can buy a lot of types of chocolate and see extraordinary  chocolate sculptures.

The North Laine is in  the opposite part of the city.

More extravagant and with strange shops, for example shops which sold costumes for carnival or phosphore-
scent dresses.

The host family was perfect, always kind and helpful.

There were the parents, Melanie and William, their two sons, Ellie and Jacke, they were 6 and 5 years old, a 
dog Finn and three guinea pigs.
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Every day I talked with them especially when we had lunch or dinner and I had also had fun with their sons.

 Giada the family  and  I talked about everything, also about current events like Brexit.

They didn’t agree with this new provision because they said it would be  better if  England remained 
in Europe.They were also worried about the economy and for the difficulties that England will have.

Moreover, they said that now there are two differents ways of thinking : the senior-citizens think that it 
was a good idea to exit from  Europe because they don't think about the changes for the community 
and because they don't work any longer now, but for the young people it was a terrible choice.

 We also talked about how life is in Brighton.

They said it is a fantastic city  because there are a lot of green spaces, perfect for families with chil-
dren, a lot of events and public transport is very good.

The main event is Brighton festival.

An annual celebration of music, theatre , dance , literature and much more.It is from 6  May to 28 May 
and is beautiful because you can see and do a lot of things.

On the other hand Brighton has a serious problem :  money. In Brighton now the prices have increa-
sed but not the salaries, so  life is very expensive.

To sum up, it was a great experience and I hope one day I can go back to Brighton  and see Melanie 
and William again.

Obviously I have learnt a lot of new words I want to remember like:

hide the emotions ( nascondere le emozioni)

awkward ( situazione di disagio) 

Get something out of your system ( espellere qualcosa dal corpo)

out of / in good shape (  essere fuori/ in buona forma )

stop being  sick ( guarire )

bottle something up ( non dire le cose, essere chiusi ) 

Indie ( parte di qualcosa di diverso) 
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INTERVIEW WITH THE HOST FAMILY

Silvia, Alice and I asked  our host family some questions about Brighton and Brexit. We asked if they 
like living in Brighton and they told us that they love living in Brighton because it’s a beautiful city, the-
re are a lot of shops, a great variety of food because there are different types of restaurants with all 
kind of food and because they live near the ocean and they can go to the beach whenever they want. 
The second question was if in Brighton there are any problems. They said that in Brighton there are 
some homeless, a lot of people that sell drugs and a lot of junky people. But they told us that 
Brighton doesn’t have any serious problems and that all cities have their more or less serious pro-
blems. 

The third question was what are the main events which take place during the year in Brighton. They 
told us that the main events are: Brighton Gay Pride on a weekend at the end of August when  there 
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is a march for the annual Gay Pride Parade; The Marathon in April in which a lot of people run around 
the beautiful landscape of Brighton and Burning of the Clocks at the end of December in which there 
are many bonfires and the fireworks light up the sky. 

Last question was about  their opinion on Brexit and they said that they voted to stay in the European 
Union because it’s more convenient specially for those who love travelling but they also think that a 
change can be good for the country. As regards politics, they told us that in Brighton there are a lot of 
immigrants and so they have to pay a lot of taxes. 

EVALUATION OF MY  EXPERIENCE  IN BRIGHTON

My experience in Brighton was very good. In my opinion this city is beautiful and there are a lot of 
things to do and to visit. My host family was very nice, they cooked very well and my friends and I 
could have  nice conversations with them. 

I liked visiting the Royal Pavilion because it was more beautiful than I imagined it would be. I liked all 
the rooms and the interactive guide was very helpful. 

I liked the visit to the Old Ship Hotel because it’s very big and all rooms were furnished very well. I al-
so liked the activities in the afternoon. like bowling, laser zone and photo hunt. In particular I liked the 
photo hunt because it was great fun, my friends  came third. With this activity we could walk around 
the city and explore new places. I also liked  going to the beach and  taking some photos with my 
friends.  

Brighton Pier was very beautiful and I think that the view from the deckchairs of the Brighton Pier was 
wonderful. 

The school in the morning was interesting because in my class we weren’t only Italians but there were 
some Germans and Thai boys and girls so we had to speak obligatorily in English. I liked when we 
went outside the class to ask some questions to the people who were walking on the streets of 
Brighton. The school lessons were useful because I learned some new words. 

To sum up, I liked all the activities and I really think this was an amazing experience. Silvia, Alice and 
I have been very lucky because our host family was very kind with us and we didn’t have any serious 
problems. 

Some cultural differences that struck me are the streets because they drive in a different way , I like 
English buses because all the people pay for the bus ticket and they are very polite because when 
people get off the bus, they always thank the bus driver. Eating habits are very different because in 
Italy  people eat their meals with their family at the same time every day but in England people eat at 
any time and they don’t usually  eat with their family. They usually drink tea in the afternoon and their 
most famous typical food is fish and chips but in Italy there is a bigger vairety of typical foods. But in 
England there are a lot of types fast-food so they are open-minded as far as food is concerned. When 
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a person meets  another person, they usually shake hands and don’t use have  physical contact like 
in Italy. 

 THE OLD SHIP HOTEL

The 4-star Old Ship Hotel is Brighton’s oldest hotel. Records show that there was an inn on the site in 
Shakespeare’s time. The first record of an inn dates 1559. It houses 154 bedrooms,some with a fanta-
stic view across the seafront, and modern furnishings. 

The Old Ship Hotel offers 12 meeting rooms of various sizes and styles and 50 onsite parking spa-
ces. There are special rooms for meetings and special events. Inside the Old Ship Hotel there is a re-
staurant serving up a varied menu of seasonal dishes and delicious drinks.
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THE OLD SHIP HOTEL

The Old Ship Hotel is situated on the Brighton seafront and it’s the city’s most historic hotel. It’s nearly 400 
years old and  dates back to the 16th century. It has some great rooms overlooking the sea. It’s not far from 
the centre of Brighton so it’s also easily accessible. This building is also very famous for the big number of 
meetings and events you can book , such as weddings, conferences, birthday parties and others… they ha-
ve had parties of 200/250 people! I think it would be nice to have a party in there, in a historical room: I find it 
fascinating and very theatrical. 

As soon as we arrived at the hotel, we could notice the beautiful waiting room near the reception, which loo-
ked quite Victorian. Then we moved to a room upstairs which was used for parties and meetings. Here we 
started our tour and went to see some rooms and also one of the 49 rooms with a sea-view which was ama-
zing. After that, we went to the breakfast room and to an underground dinner-room/wine cellar, which had ma-
ny bottles of wine on the wall. It was cool but a little too small for me, and kind of “gloomy” perhaps: it was 
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quite dark inside so I didn’t like it very much. Apart from that, I really enjoyed the visit and if one day I have 
the chance, I think I would go there for a stay without hesitating.

THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE

I have really enjoyed this experience of going to Brighton with my class. We did a lot of great things. The first 
day we went on a city tour of Brighton so that we could see the shops in Churchill Square, the Royal Pavil-
lion, the Pier . 

The second day we went to London and of course it was beautiful. I had already been there twice but it’s al-
ways like the first time.

 In the evening my friends and I went to the Pier to spend some time together. 

Then on the third day we started having lessons every morning. I was lucky because “my house” was just 7 
minutes walk from the school. My teacher was Bridget: an elderly lady who was very kind and helpful. She 
was very good at teaching, in fact nobody in my class had problems understanding her and we always had 
great fun. 

In the afternoon we had some free time so we  went shopping in Churchill Square (which was the place whe-
re we spent the largest amount of our money actually) and then went back home for dinner. Unfortunately the 
house was very small but it didn’t matter very much because our host mum was very lovely and kind with us. 
We used to talk with her every evening about what we did during the day and she always gave us advice on 
where to go in our free time. 

Then after dinner we went to the Laser Zone and had some fun but unfortunately we lost the game against a 
group of German students. The day after, we visited the Old Ship Hotel and the Royal Pavillion which was 
spectacular. I had never seen anything like that before. Of course, after the visit we spent some time eating 
and going shopping. Just to relax. 

On the fifth day we had an afternoon full of energy: we played Photo Hunt. It was brilliant because then we 
took  some great  funny pictures around Brighton. After that we went home for a quick dinner and shower 
and then we went to the bowling alley by bus and had a  game with the other members of the group. 

On the sixth day we went to Rottingdean and visited Kipling’s garden and went to the seaside. Then we had 
a free evening so we went to the Pier in Brighton all together.

 Then the last day arrived and it was completely free, so we spent the whole time shopping, buying souve-
nirs, having  fun at the park and on the beach and eating fish and chips all together. 

To sum up , I would say that I really enjoyed every single thing and I would do this experience again and 
again. The only thing I didn’t like was the food at home (which I hated actually) and the weather that some 
days was a little too windy. But for the rest I really had a great time.
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INTERVIEW TO OUR HOST MUM 

She thinks that Brexit s a good idea because in her opinion young people don’t want to exit from the UE in-
stead old people think that UK was better long time ago, for example before there were less homeless peop-
le.

She thinks that Brighton is safer than London but it’s getting more unsafe due to drunk and violent people. 
People who use drugs and many other people walk on the street with knifes and you have to be careful, for 
example you have to walk together on the main street. Moreover there are more thieves than before.

She likes living in Brighton because she thinks that it is a friendly and open-minded  city and a quite safe pla-
ce to live. She said that in Brighton there are a lot of homosexual people and the majority of people accept 
them, opposite of Italy where gays are criticized. She approves of gay’s children adoption even if it is stran-
ge.

the main events which take place during the year are  the Marathon that collects money for charity, Gay Pri-
de, which takes place in August and where a lot of gays, men dressed as women and vice versa walk 
around the city.
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BRIGHTON, 1-8 APRIL 2017

THE OLDSHIP HOTEL

The Oldship Hotel is the oldest hotel in Brighton, we visited it during a trip with my class. They gave us the 
possibility to see the main open spacious rooms, and lovely suites from which it was possible to enjoy an 
amazing view of the Brighton Pier and the coast. 

We have been told that it is very expensive, especially in the hot season, and also that the receptionists don’t 
have  to know at least two languages like in Italy, but they are required to know only  English. In the hot sea-
son guests have the possibility to enjoy a special English breakfast in a room with large windows that show 
the beauty of the ocean, but this hotel also offers  services and facilities for people who want to celebrate 
their wedding or events here. 
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In spite of this, I did not like it so much and I found this activity very boring and pointless.

WHAT IS YOUR OPINION ABOUT BREXIT?

Fay and Ross, my host family, voted to remain as the majority of the Brighton locals. The percentage of peop-
le who voted to remain was  48%, a very little difference with the 52% of the entire population that voted to 
leave. People voted to remain especially in the north, and to leave especially in the south, even though 
Brighton voted to remain, this is connected to a financial problem of the entire Kingdom. The fact is that the-
re is more money in the south of England and less in the north and so it could be a problem for the northern 
regions not to have  financial support from the UE.

Moreover, on the one  hand the majority of educated people and of the elderly voted to remain while on the 
other hand a lot of uneducated and young people under 30  voted to leave, even though the difference 
between the two parties is very  small . Anther problems is, for example, immigration, because a lot of peop-
le think that immigrants take jobs, but for my host family this is a senseless point because there is a very low 
level of unemployment.

DO YOU LIKE LIVING IN BRIGHTON?

Fay and Ross love living in Brighton, even though life there is a bit expensive: that’s why they have preferred 
to buy a small house in Peacehaven, close fto Brighton.

DOES THE CITY HAVE ANY PROBLEMS?

Like all cities, also Brighton has its problems. Firstly, it is quite expensive, and apart from this everyday there 
is  heavy traffic and the city is very busy. 

They have drug problems, and they have always had this, and also problems with university students’ parti-
es: the fact is that a lot of young people  borrow a flat in the town centre  to throw little parties, thus annoying 
their neighbours and making a total mess during the night. 

Another problem is that there are too few bins in the city: that’s because after the new reform in 2010 the 
Council has introduced hi-tech bins: the ones we can see in the city centre ,  they are bins fitted with a 
technological device  which sends a message to the person in charge when the bin is full and ready to 
empty. So these  bins have cost an earth to the Council so that’s why there are not so many bins. However,  
due to this, the city is a bit dirty because impolite people throw things on the ground (there is a fine of 75 po-
unds if a policeman sees you dropping litter on the ground). 

An important issue is also homelessness: there are a lot of people that sleep in the streets in their sleeping 
bag: this city is well-known for the homeless, there are also spaces allocated to these people and when it is 
too cold, they are collected and kept in a suitable facility.
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WHICH ARE THE MAIN EVENTS WHICH TAKE PLACE DURING THE YEAR?

 1. Brighton Marathon: which was going to take place on the day we  were leaving

 2. Artists’ Open Hauses festival:when artists open their house to visitors and show their own works

 3. Brighton tattoos festival

 4. Brighton Pride: it is the biggest festival

 5. Paddle Running Pier

MY OPINION ABOUT THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE 

THINGS I LIKED:

 1. THE EXPERIENCE: I had never been to England before and, apart from this, I haven’t been on 
many journeys to a foreign country (just one when I was very young). I think that this experience has helped 
me to improve my skills, and improve the relationship with some of my classmates.

 2. THE SCHOOL: my teacher Georgie was absolutely great. I have had more than a school month 
of English lessons in only one week, so this has helped me a lot. We have improved our vocabulary with 
things never done at school before.

 3. THE HOST FAMILY: Fortunately I had no problems with Ross and Fay because the house was al-
ways clean, there was always plenty of food in the fridge, we could cook whatever we wanted, and there 
was a good dialogue between us and in the end she was a really great chef!

THINGS I DISLIKED:

 1. THE FOOD: I mean the one we ate out of the host family… I’m not used to eating  bread and 
sandwiches, so it was very difficult for me to get used to eating  only a small sandwich in a hurry for lunch. 

 2. SOME ACTIVITIES:  I found some activities not interesting at all, perhaps the visit to the Old Ship 
Hotel, and to Rottingdean. I would have preferred to have some more free time, or if it was possible, more in-
teresting activities like another trip outside Brighton.

 3. TOO SHORT TIME IN LONDON: a day in London wasn’t enough, that’s because we couldn’t see  
much....
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THE OLD SHIP HOTEL

The Old Ship Hotel is Brighton’s oldest hotel. We visited it and I  found it very beautiful and very big. It offers 
accommodation to a lot of international people. In 1841 Charles Dickens stayed at the hotel and he gave pu-
blic readings of his work. In 1895 the original front of the hotel was demolished and in the same year the first 
modernization of the hotel took place When we visited the hotel, there weren’t many guests, thanks to this we 
could enter  a room, it was beautiful and very clean; I liked it a lot.

INTERVIEW WITH THE HOST FAMILY

On Friday night we asked our host family a few questions  about Brighton and about Brexit.
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They told us that they didn’t want to exit from Europe because they like to travel, but now they think 
that England needs a change because there are a lot of immigrants. 

They like living in Brighton because it’s a happy and beautiful city, but it has some problems: people 
don’t respect old people anymore and there are too many people who take drugs.

 They said that the main events in Brighton are the Gay Pride and the Marathon. 

MY EXPERIENCE

This week in Brighton was perfect, I enjoyed every single minute of it. The family was nice and frien-
dly and we talked a lot with them, the food was very tasty and the room was very big and comfortab-
le. 

My teacher at BLC was very friendly and she did a lot of interesting lessons about slang, British cultu-
re, London and Brighton. I took the advanced level and I’m very proud of what I did because I think 
that I have improved my English a lot. In class we were all Italian but we tried to speak always in En-
glish and I think we did a good job.

We did a lot of activities: we visited London, Brighton and Rottingdean; we went inside the Royal Pavi-
lion and the Old Ship Hotel. In the evenings we went to the laser zone and to the bowling alley, we 
had so much fun. 

To sum up, I liked everything about Brighton and England in general and I can’t wait to go back as so-
on as possible.
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A visit to the Old Ship Hotel

On Tuesday, my group and I went to visit the Old Ship Hotel.

This is a 4-star Hotel sitting on the sea front, and this is the oldest hotel in the city dating back as far 
as 1559.

The hotel has a choice of five function rooms to choose from, each with their own unique style and 
character to celebrate weddings, religious and civic cerimonies.

The hotel offers his guests Porterage, Reception, Bar/Lounge, Conference Facilities, Dining Room, 
Gym, pool table among others.

 

MAELA
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An interview with the host family

Our host mom doesn’t agree with  Brexit and she thinks that it’s unfair that the majority of the people who vo-
ted were old because they won’t see the effects of this decision.

She likes living in Brighton.

In her opinion the biggest problems in Brighton are drugs, alcohol and the homeless.

If you’re not 18 in Brighton, you can’t buy alcohol or enter into pubs or discos. So teenagers ask somebody 
over 18  to buy alcohol for them and then they drink it on the beach or in parks. This way teenagers aren’t a 
little  safer in closed spaces but they are drunk and scattered around the city.

The main events that take place during the year are sport competition, such as The Marathon, the London to 
Brighton run, and music festivals, such as Summer Festivals and Live Music.

My opinion

This experience has been better than I could ever imagine.

I love this city because it’s full of art, diversity, happiness and lightheartedness.

I like seeing people from all over the world wearing what they want, being what they want to be, loving who 
they want, thinking the way they want etc. 

Everyone in Brighton in unique. Nobody is a copy of someone else and noone is judged because of their life-
style.

The ocean is a backdrop that makes this city spectacular and magic.

A detail that struck me was the kindness of  bus drivers.

I didn’t really like the food in the city, because the food there isn’t very healthy and the majority of the ‘restau-
rants’ are junk food chains.

In spite of this, I would recommend this experience without doubts.
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INTERVIEW with OUR HOST MUM

She thinks that Brexit is a good idea because in her opinion young people don’t want to exit from the UE, in-
stead old people think that the UK was better a long time ago, for example before there were fewer home-
less people. 

She thinks that Brighton is safer than London but it’s getting more unsafe due to drunk and violent people. 
People who use drugs and lots of other people walk on the street with knifes and you have to be careful, for 
example you have to walk together on the main street. Moreover, there are more thieves than before.

She likes living in Brighton because she thinks it is a friendly and open-minded city and  quite a safe place 
where to live. She said that in Brighton there are a lot of homosexual people and the majority of people ac-
cept them, contrary to Italy where gays are criticized. She approves of gay’s children adoption even if it is 
strange.
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The main events which take place during the year are: the Marathon which collects money for charity, Gay 
Pride which takes place in August when a lot of gays, men dressed as women and vice versa walk around 
the city.

THE OLD SHIP HOTEL

The Old Ship Hotel is a 4-star hotel situated on the seafront, near the promenade, in fact 49 rooms overlook 
the sea. The hotel has 154 rooms so it’s very big and it’s the oldest hotel in Brighton because it is dated to 
the second half of 1500. It’s very close to the centre and to the sea so tourists can easily reach the attrac-
tions of Brighton like the Pier, Royal Pavillion, or Sea Life Centre.

 Tuesday 4th April we visited it with our teachers and guides who escorted us to the hotel. The guide said 
that in this hotel you can book meetings, weddings and birthday parties. The guide showed us  some rooms, 
they were very good but very expensive, such as the rooms which cost £ 250 per night, for example. He also 
showed us  the wine cellar, where you can have dinner and taste wines, and to the breakfast room.  So-
mething that I noticed was the fact that almost everywhere in the hotel there was carpet on the floor and in 
my opinion  this is the main difference between English and Italian hotels.

MY OPINION ABOUT THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE

My opinion about this experience is great because it’s a good way to learn and improve your English. With 
this experience you have to speak and listen just in English so you can improve it. Learning at an English 
school is better because you have to speak English with your teacher and your classmates who come from 
all over the world and they don’t understand Italian. 

My teacher was very good, I understood everything she said and her lessons were very interesting, we spo-
ke about English slang, English culture and a little bit of grammar. 

There are some new words that I want to remember such as bloke (man), bird (woman), dunno (don’t know), 
innit (isn’t, mainly used when you are talking), full of beans (lots of energy), TA (thank you), two sandwiches 
short of a picnic which is is a slang expression to say that a person is stupid. 

The things that I liked, best were absolutely my host family  because they were very friendly and helpful with 
us, the trips that we did during our stay, such as when we went to London or when we visited the graffiti in 
Brighton. Fortunately we had a lot of free time to go shopping, to eat something different, such as Belgian 
Chips or Fish&Chips, to go to the beach and to the Pier, where there is a funfair  and amusement arcades 
with slot machines. 

The thing that I didn’t like was  English food but especially the weather because it was very windy and cold 
although it was spring. In spite of the fact that two years ago I had almost the same experience in Hastings 
(a smaller city than Brighton), I’m always excited and I’m really happy to have done this experience because 
I’ve made new friends, I could talk in English, I have visited the beautiful city of Brighton and the wonderful 
city of London even if we went just for a day, it’s always a pleasure.
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 1) THE OLD SHIP HOTEL

On Tuesday the 4th of april after school we went to the Old Ship Hotel, which is the oldest Hotel in Brighton 
located near  Brighton Beach not too far away from Brighton  Pier. As for  its history, we know that firstly, in 
1559, it was an Inn owned by Richard and John Gilham. The first modernization took place in 1895 when al-
so electric lights were installed. In 1979, after several upgrades, the Hotel was the largest and the only remai-
ning privately owned Hotel in Brighton. Another modernization finished in 2000 and in recent  years it has be-
come part of Cairns Hotel Group. We went there with our three teachers and two guides; the Hotel tour was 
led by member of the hotel staff.

In my opinion, it’s a very big and beautiful building but, unfortunately, it is not in my favourite style so I didn’t 
really like it. Now it has 154 rooms and 10 meeting and function rooms. It offers a lot of facilities like a gym 
and some lifts.

ALICE
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A thing that struck me was the wine cellar, where people can have lunch and dinner, and also the Paganini 
Ballroom which was built in 1767 and named in this way because of Paganini’s performances.

 2) An INTERVIEW WITH THE HOST FAMILY

 a) When we talked about Brexit, they said that had voted “NO” so they wanted to stay in Europe but 
at  the same time they think that a change can be good for the country and we cannot know what will hap-
pen in the future. The main reason of their vote was because they love travelling and staying  in Europe in 
convenient for travelling in the UE countries.

 b) They love living in Brighton but they didn’t explain why..

 c) The City of Brighton has some problems, like a lot of immigrants but the worst problems is that 
there are a lot of drug sellers and “drug addicts”. Moreover, the Government makes the citizens pay taxes 
and in their opinion taxes are too many.  To summarize, thay said that there aren’t any cities with no pro-
blems, so  nothing can be perfect.

 d) Ther main events which take place in Brighton are :the Gay Pride in August (this year  it will be 
from 4th to 6th) and The Marathon in April

3)! MY OPINION ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE

I had  never been to the UK before and this experience in Brighton is a good start to continue to go to fo-
reign countries and to learn more about other cultures. The thing that I liked  most is obviously the one-day 
trip to London. It’s a nice city but there are a lot of things that we couldn’t visit because of the limited time. 
The visit to the Royal Pavilion, in my opinion, should have been  organized better because it was too quick 
and, honestly, I don’t remember much about it, moreover,  when the guide said that inside we weren’t al-
lowed to take photos, this made me so sad.

In general, I liked the experience.

In my host family I didn’t notice many cultural differences because the brother of Karen (my host mum) lives 
in Liguria and so they have had the opportunity to learn about Italian culture and food. Our host family  
didn’t use to eat on the sofa but they ate after or before us sitting at the table because in was too 
small for all the people in the house.

To summarize, I would like to repeat the experience in the UK or in another country and I think that ex-
periences like this are helpfull to improve your pronunciation and speaking skill.
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THE OLD SHIP HOTEL

The Old Ship Hotel is a hotel on the seashore and it’s the most important hotel in Brighton. In the  be-
ginning, it was known as The Shippe  but in 1650 it was renamed The Old Ship Inn. In 1559 the Ship-
pe was a cottage in the Hampshares owned by Richard and John Gilham. Nicolò Paganini gave a 
concert in 1831 and Charles Dickens stayed in the hotel and gave public readings of his work. On 21 
September 1841, a banquet was held for the opening of the London to Brighton railway and 200 
guests spent the night there. In 1999 the hotel was sold to the Paramount group. 

Today the 4-star Old Ship Hotel houses 154 ensuite guest rooms, some with views across the sea-
front, a state-of-the art residents’  gym, conference and events facilities and its very own Steak 
On Sea restaurant looking over the beach. 

SERENA
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The interior of the hotel combines  modern design with the original building. The hotel is really nice; I like the 
furniture and I think the rooms are comfortable. The view is amazing because you see all the seafront and  
Brighton Pier.

MY EXPERIENCE IN BRIGHTON

in the  beginning I wasn’t sure that it would be an amazing experience, because I was a little afraid of spea-
king always English and of relating with the local people. In the end I must say it was a wonderful experience 
because I have had the opportunity to try something new. 

With my first host family I didn’t talk and Eleonora and I had to eat our dinner sitting on the bed; but this fact 
didn’t upset me. Brighton is an amazing town, I love it so much because it has a lot of gardens and parks, 
the ocean, places where you can have fun. In the same town live different people with different cultures and 
religions but they live in peace. 

A thing  I didn’t like was that a lot of English people have sandwiches for lunch. Public transport was perfect 
because the buses had wi-fi and a beautiful view, There were many taxies that could take you from Brighton 
to London, Peacehaven and other  destinations. 

In Brighton you could also find different restaurants, for example Thai restaurants, Vegetarian, Chinese, In-
dian, a lot of Italian restaurants (but they didn’t make a really good pizza). I have tried Thai and Italian food. 

With my second host family I tasted  some really typical English food like fish & chips,  toast with beans and 
tomatoes or with eggs or with sardines and tomatoes. I liked everything. They were kind,nice and  great fun 
to be with, and we talked about different topics every evening. For example, the last night, we talked about 
different people that all lived in a nearby town,, then we watched some funny videos where there were funny 
and clever jokes. 

Furthermore there were two of their grandchildren: Henry and Harriet. We became close with them and the 
last day I cried because they were such a good family. I can’t write all  I have done because it’s also an emo-
tional experience which  will  remain forever in my memory. I will go back because the Town of Brighton ca-
me into my heart.

THE INTERVIEW!

 1) The family isn’t very interested in Brexit but Henry believes that everybody should be united and 
help each other. The world should be united and also  England, because  here live a lot people with different 
cultures and religions.   

 2) He really likes living in Peacehaven, he said that it is more for retired people, because if you are 
younger and you want to get around quickly, it’s too slow because there’s only one main road. 

 3) The  worst problem is the condition of the roads, they are very old because they are from the Vic-
torian  period. He thinks it is sad that people  drop litter on the streets and don’t respect the environment.
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Last week I went to Brighton with my class and another one.

When we arrived in Brighton we met our host families. Alessia and I stayed in a small  old house with a very 
lovely elderly woman called Elizabeth.

During our stay we talked a lot with our host mum about everything and also about current affairs.

We spoke about  Brexit with her and her friend Margareth. They had opposite ideas about it because Eliza-
beth agreed with the English Parliament’s decision but Margareth and I think that it was a bad decision. For 
Elizabeth the UE is ruled only by the strongest countries, so the exit is a good thing because it  will boost Bri-
tain’s economy. Margareth and I don't think so because when you sign a pact, you have to keep to it, and al-
so if the member countries  start to leave  the UE, this one will have  less power; but we can say nothing 
about what will happen in the future.
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We also spoke about Elizabeth’s travels, she has visited a lot of places like Miami, Spain, Los Angeles, Ger-
man, Africa, but she has never been to Italy and she hope to come here to visit it.

She was very kind with us because everyday in the evening she asked us how about our day.

Everyday in the morning we went to  school from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm to improve our English.

One day we visited London where we saw the Changing of the Guards, in front of Buckingham Palace, Gre-
en Park, St. James's Park, Trafalgar Square, Piccadilly Circus, the Big Ben and  Westminster Abbey, then  
my friends and I went to the Hard Rock Cafè and we saw Hyde Park and a part of London with a lot of luxury 
hotels.

Another day we went to  Brighton Pier and we went on  a city tour, we also visited the Old Ship Hotel which is 
Brighton's Oldest Hotel.This is a very expensive 4-star hotel.

The director told us that a lot of weddings take place in this hotel because it's in a good location, in front of 
the sea.

In my opionion it isnt so good because it's very old and some of the furniture is in bad condition, like the 
small stage in the marriage hall.

Another thing that I didn't like was the fitted carpet because it’s different in every room.

The rooms are nice, they aren't very big but some have a view on the sea; I liked the restaurant because it  is 
more modern than the rest of the hotel and the hall looks really cozy.

We also visited Rottingdean, a small city near Brighton with a beautiful and quiet beach.

I liked this experience very much  because I have learnt a lot of new things, I have visited new places and I 
have noticed that  English culture is very different from  Italian culture.

In Italy there is a concept of family and home very different from there, because in England they eat their 
meals alone, and there is also a different concept of cleanliness.

I think that English houses are quite dirty.

To sum up, I think that in Brighton I have had a better experience than in Hastings because I spoke more 
with my host mum than in Hastings two years ago.
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BEST WEEK EVER!!!

The first of April me and my classmates went to Brighton a city in England, it was the best week ever, I en-
joyed my time so much and everything was perfect. I stayed  in a house in a small town called Hove with my 
classmate Maela. Our host mum, Elisa Rodgerson was a black woman with two daughters and a lot of stu-
dents in her house, there was a German girl called Yvonne, a Spanish guy called Alberto and two girls from 
Turkey. Elisa was a fantastic host mum, the house was clean and the atmosphere was so good inside the 
house, she was very kind with us and so friendly, the only thing that I hated in that house was the lock of the 
door!!! The food was good, not like Italian food but she cooked well, and one day me and Maela (especially 
her) cooked pasta with meat sauce (ragù)  for her and she was really happy about this. 

We asked her some questions and one of them was about Brexit, she doesn’t agree with that because she 
thinks that it is unfair that the majority of people who voted were old because they won’t see the effects of 
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this decision. Also, we asked about the problems in Brighton and she said that in her opinion they are al-
cohol, drugs and the homeless. There are a lot of homeless in Brighton and  95% of them are drugs or 
alcohol addicted,  so this  is very dangerous for the people who live there. 

Apart for these problems I would like to lives in Brighton is such a fantastic city with lot of shops, pubs and  
people who are so different, they are so kind and friendly also the bus drivers… me and Maela were surpri-
sed because in Brighton  bus drivers say to the people on the bus ‘thank you, goodnight (or goodmorning) 
and in Italy they don’t even look at you! 

The city was full of shops, we went into every type of shops like Primark, Starbucks, H&M, Topshop etc…. 
(the list is to long!!) and I spent a lot of money. For me the best day was Sunday when we went to the beauti-
ful London, wow what a city! it is magnificent.. it was the second time for me in London but it was like the 
first! I went to the National Gallery only to see a painting by Leonardo Da Vinci (my favourite) called The Vir-
gin of the Rock, it was absolutely amazing.  We also went to M&M’S WORLD one of the four in the world. Me 
and Maela had planned to see a lot of things but in  Trafalgar Square we listened for an hour and a half to a 
guy that was singing Ed Sheeran’s songs. WOW, AMAZING we took a lot of videos and photos. Another 
beautiful experience was the Lazer zone, hahah really funny we played versus a German group. Honestly, I 
enjoyed all the activities, the leaders were really great fun to be with, especially Eric a Vietnamese young 
man said  ARIAMOOOO all the time! 

We visited the Old Ship Hotel, the oldest Hotel in Brighton, honestly I didn’t like it so much because I don’t 
like the style of the hotel but it was so big and the visit was interesting. 

The school in Brighton was fantastic a learned a lot with my handsome teacher Constantine, what a guy, me 
and Angela were crazy about him but unfortunately he was gay…. Apart for this he was really fantastic, 
smart, kind and friendly. I was in class with two Italian girls, four German girls and six from Thailand. We 
played games, we learned new words about sports, the body, emotions and many other words… also bad 
words .

I loved this experience so much, I have a lot of memories such as the day when me and Maela sat outside 
the house for two hours because there was nobody in, or the day that a birds pooped on  Alice’s head oh my 
God I laughed so much, or the day that a gay danced for me inside a pub when I was walking to go to the 
beach…also the shop called Belgian Chips that every time wrote Mayala instead of   Maela,. 

I really love Brighton, I hope to go back soon because that city left me so many memories. I want to say 
thank you to my amazing teachers that organized this trip because this was the best week of my life!!!!
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1) The Old ship Hotel is the most historic  hotel sitting on the Brighton sea front. It was created in 1559 by Ri-
chard and John Gilhman.

Situated just an hour from London the hotel  has 12 meeting rooms and event rooms; moreover this building 
offers 154 bedrooms and 50 parking spaces, free wi-fi, and an efficient team of staff.

Inside the building people can find other important rooms, for example the Regency Suite, the Gresham Sui-
te, the Tudor Room, the Wine Cellar/Bar and the Paganini Room in which Nicolò Paganini gave a concert in 
December 1831 from the balcony of the room: 260 people paid 50pence to watch him play the  violin.   
Guests can have different types of bedroom, all of them have facilities like flat screen TV and telephone, 
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2) An interview  with the host family  The members of my host family think that the UK should remain in the 
European Union, indeed both voted to remain. They trust that the UE can help their country and they said 
that the older  and educated people voted to remain but the younger voted to leave because maybe they 
were not informed about the risk. The main reason  for the  “yes” is  immigration: people think that immi-
grants take their jobs  but in Brighton  65% of the locals voted to remain. So, we can say that the north vo-
ted to leave and the south did not.

They really like living here. Fay, my English mum, loves living in Brighton. This city is a nice place to live in 
but it has some problems: litter bins, because in the city there are not so many. Some years ago people used 
to drop litter on the ground but now there are controllers that can give you a fine of 75 £ when you put the 
rubbish in the wrong place. Also, there are hi-tech bins that send a sigh when they are full. Then  they think 
that in England  life is more expensive than in other countries, Another problem is drugs: people smoke 
weed in the town  centre.  Parties  : universitary   students borrow a flat in the city and then organise parties 
but music makes a lot of noise noise so neighbours complain a lot , and finally there are a lot of homeless.

 The main events which take place during the year are:

 ï Foddies festival: the UK's biggest celebration of food and drink in 2017 with the visual and culina-
ry feast proclaimed the “Gastronomic Glastonbury”. With the new and exciting Healthy Living focus of the fe-
stival, Grow Your Own, Creative Summer Workshops

 ï Brighton festival:  which will take place from 6-28 May 2017 - will feature exclusives, world 
and UK premieres. the Guest Director for Brighton Festival 2017 is the acclaimed recording artist, 
poet, playwright and novelist Kate Tempest.

 ï London to Brighton run: From pedestrian walks and runs in the early 19th century, to the 
first rail line from London Victoria in 1841, the London to Brighton route is a well-trodden 
course.London to Brighton Runs culminate at one of Britain’s most iconic locations - Madeira Drive. 
This modern road to the seafront was the scene of the MODs and Rockers’ fights in the 1960s. Today 
this open seafront road offers space for parking, spectators and wandering amongst the runners and 
their chosen vehicles of transportation.

 3) My opinion about the whole experience

I  really liked this activity and I think that  it has been  one of the best experiences in my life. I have 
met lots of people from different countries and I attended many interesting lessons.

London is a wonderful city but we spent only a short time there;

I was sad when I  came back to Italy but I was also happy because I missed my family and friends 
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I was very suspicious about this week because it was my first time that I had been abroad without my pa-
rents and it was  also the first time that I had  taken a plane. 

I was quite afraid of the plane but I slept  most of the time. 

When we arrived at the BLC college, my host-mum took me and my classmate to her house. 

The host-family was very nice! My host-parents’ names were Melanie and William and they had two kids, Ja-
ke and Ellie. They also had a dog, Phinn, and three guinea pigs in a small garden. 

Our bedroom was very nice too! It had two beds, large sunny windows and a small bathroom. 

During the week we did a lot of activities; my favourite was  the Laser Zone and the visit to the Royal Pavi-
lion. 
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What I didn’t like at all was the  visit to the hotel. 

We visited the “Old Ship Hotel”, one of Brighton’s landmarks. It sits on the Brighton seafront, has excellent 
accessibility to the local attractions. It’s really old, it has more than 500 years old. 

We visited its dining room, one of the bedrooms, a kind of dining room that  looked like a basement, dedica-
ted to wines, and a meeting room. 

I really didn’t like it because the furniture was really old, the colour of the walls (like the colour of the carpet 
and of the furnishings) was really dull. Because of those things, everything inside looked  quite creepy. 

We talked every day with our host-mum, because her husband worked in London, so  he was  at work all 
day. We had an interview with her, asking if she likes living in Brighton. She told us that she really likes living 
in Brighton but the cost of living is higher than the salaries. There are also 2 big events in Brighton: the 
“Brighton & Hove Pride” ( a vibrant celebration about the city’s diverse communities, with visitors from all 
around the world) and the “Brighton Fringe Festival” (an open-access arts festival which lasts 4 weeks). 

In the end, I really liked this week abroad and learning about a different culture from mine. There’s just a 
thing that quite shocked me, English dinner/lunch. In England they don’t usually have a big lunch like in Italy 
, not all of them usually have a big breakfast in the morning (my host-dad normally eats a bowl of cold milk 
with cereal and a banana inside and then they don’t have lunch  at all) and finally, dinner is in most cases at 
6:30 pm. 
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From 1st to 8th April I went with my classmates to Brighton which is a seaside resort on the south coast of 
England. In Brighton we were hosted by a family and I was with Giada.                                                             
We arrived at the airport in Venice, we  checked-in and at 6:50am we left. The flight took one hour and 40 mi-
nutes and when we arrived at  Gatwick North Terminal we took a coach to go to Brighton.                                                                                                                                                                            
We arrived at the BLC (the college) where our  host families were waiting for us. My host family was an old 
lady, probably she was 70 years old, her name was Elizabeth but Giada and I called her Liz. The house was 
very small but it was welcoming and with us there was another girl from south Corea, Yujin, she was nice and 
friendly.

The first day  we visited the city in general  and the evening was free. The second day we went to London. Iy 
was a very beautiful sunny day.  We took the train at Brighton station and we arrived at Victoria station. At 
first we saw Buckingham Palace from the outside and the Changing of the Guard, then we went to Westmin-
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ster Abbey, we saw the Big Ben and there we took a lot of photos. Then we went to Trafalgar Square where 
we had some break time. The next stage was Piccadilly Circus where we had some free time for shopping, 
here I bought some souvenirs and then we went to Oxford Street, which is the major shopping street , and 
then we went to the Hard Rock Cafè Shop, where I bought a trendy T-shirt.  At 6:30pm we took the train and 
we went back.

The following days we had lessons every morning and in the afternoons we had a lot of activities,for examp-
le, we visited the Royal Pavillion, which was the residence of  King George IV and later of Queen Victoria.                                                                                                                                                                          
Also, we visited the Old Ship Hotel, which is along the seafront ; we visited Rottingdean, a seaside resort 
near Brighton where there are some  beautiful gardens and a lovely shingle beach.                                                                        
In the evenings we went to the  Laser Zone, where we had great fun as at the bowling alley  the following  
evening. Another activity that we did was Photo Hunt: we had to take photos, for example of  a lady with 
dog,  a clock tower, a fish-and-chips and a musician; the group that got more points won. My group came 
3rd.

When we had free time, I went to Brighton Pier, to the beach and I went shopping.

I enjoyed this trip because I had never been to England before and I really wanted to go.
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We have visited the 4-star Old Ship Hotel which is Brighton’ s oldest hotel because the first record of an inn 
was in 1559. It is located in a central position that allows tourists to reach easily the main attractions of 
Brighton.

It houses 154 amazing en-suite guest rooms, some with views overlooking the sea, conference and events 
rooms and its own Steak-On-Sea restaurant looking over the beach. The reason for its prominent position is 
that in 1705 a great storm swept away shops and cottages at the bottom of the cliff. The hotel interiors combi-
nes modern design with the building’s original period features.

The Hotel has many original function rooms like Paganini Ballroom, where Nicolo Paganini gave a concert in 
1831, and the Regency Suite that was completed in 1767. In this rooms they  organize weddings, conferen-
ces and birthday parties.
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We  also visit an underground room called Wine Cellar where there were  collections of wines and a large 
table in the centre. In this room they host dinners for maximum 28 people.

In the Hotel there is a Steak-on-Sea Restaurant, a bar terrace too where you can have dinner, a Sunday 
lunch roast or an afternoon tea.

In my opinion the whole experience was wonderful because it helped me to improve my English, to expand 
my English vocabulary and to be more talkative with people who I had never met before. In fact, during this 
stay I made new friends and I  talked a lot during the lessons with my classmates, who came from all over 
the world and so they didn’t understand Italian, and with my teacher Costantine, who was nice and bright. I 
have learnt some new words that I want to remember such as messy-looking or scruffy, crew-cut, plump, 
clumsy, grumpy and touchy used to describe personality traits and appearance.

I really liked our host family because our host mum was lovely , friendly and communicative but I didn’t like 
English food apart from fish & chips. In the afternoon and in the evening, after the activities we had  free time 
so we usually went to Costa or to Starbucks to drink a take-away coffee, we went  shopping in the city centre 
and we went to the beach or to  Brighton Pier, which has a big covered amusement arcade and a funfair at 
its end.

I enjoyed the time that I spent in this city because it is an open-minded and friendly city and it has got beauti-
ful landscapes such as the cliffs over the sea but I didn’t like the weather because it is colder and windier 
than Italy. I liked most of the activities that we did  but particularly the trip to London and the visit to the Royal 
Pavilion.

In conclusion, I’m really grateful I have done this wonderful experience because I have learnt a lot and also 
because it was my first journey to a foreign country and my first flight. I hope I can go back to England soon 
because I really like English atmosphere and I would definitely  recommend this experience to my friends.
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The Brighton Old Ship Hotel is Brighton’s oldest Hotel. 

Records show that there was an Inn on the site in Shakespeare’s time.

In 1559 it was a cottage in the Hampshares owned by Richard and John Gilham.                      
Then the Shippe Inn was renamed The Old Ship Inn when The New Ship (now Hotel du Vin) was built 
opposite it. It’s a 4-star-hotel. 

This amazing hotel houses 154 beautiful en-suite guest rooms, some with breathtaking  views across 
the seafront and the West Pier. Into the distance, British Airways i360 and the Brighton Pier can be se-
en. The hotel’s furniture combines modern design with the building’s original period features.                                               
Every room presents a maritime furniture style to get the outside atmosphere.
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In 1995 the wine cellars were made available from private dining and receptions. IThey are also used 
as a wedding  location.              

In 2009 the hotel celebrated its 450th anniversary.

I love this experience in Brighton. It was my first time in England. I had never been in England before. 

Brighton is located on  the south coast of England. It’s a seaside resort. It’s considered the coolest, 
youngest city in Britain. It’s full of artists, musicians and people having great fun at the seaside.The 
city is known for its wonderful Royal Pavilion and Brighton Pier. Seeing the ocean in the  morning, wal-
king along the shore with my friends admiring the Brighton Pier and listening to the sound of the wa-
ves  were of my favorite things to do in Brighton. Also the West Pier was breathtaking, it’s a myste-
rious and romantic place in my opinion. On the beach and the promenade, you can see teens 
cycling, rollerblading, skateboarding, playing volleyball or beach football. In summer, swimming, sur-
fing and many other water activities are done. 

If you want to learn English, Brighton is the perfect place . There are more than 25 language schools 
in the area. I enjoyed my class! Everyone was very friendly and we became immediately a close 
group. There were some guys from Bologna and others from Germany. My teacher was a little bit 
strange but very kind.

Five minutes from the seafront, there are the Lanes. They are a maze of small streets full of weird 
shops. The best area for crazy clothes and accessories is absolutely the North Lane. Churchill Squa-
re has the best high-street shops.

Brighton is full of graffiti which  can be considered art or vandalism. A famous one is Banksy's 'Kis-
sing Policemen' . It once adorned the wall of a pub near Brighton station (the original was sold but a 
replica still exists).

We also went to the Royal Pavilion. It is not like any other palace in Europe. The outside looks like an 
Indian palace and the inside it is decorated in  Chinese style. Old but gold!

The first king to live there was George IV in the 1820s. However, Queen Victoria didn’t like it and mo-
ved out in 1845. To save it , the people of Brighton bought the Pavilion and made it one of the city’s 
most famous tourist attractions.

Brighton is busy all year round, especially in summer:

 In May there’s the Brighton Festival: an arts festival with music, dance, comedy and also fireworks!

In June there’s the London-to-Brighton Bike Ride, a charity event.

In August there’s a huge gay pride festival. In fact Brighton is a gay-friendly city. It’s one of the top 3 
gay-friendly destinations in the world with San Francisco and Sydney.
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In September Brighton Live takes place for a week of free gigs by bands from Brighton.

Another topic to talk about is Brighton’s food. If you go to Brighton you must try Brighton rock. Brighton rock 
is the name of a hard sweet that is traditionally sold in a lot of seaside towns in Britain. Also fish and chips is 
a tasty meal to try. It is a English dish consisting of fried battered fish and hot chips. It is considered a com-
mon take-away food.

Unfortunately I tried it only in restaurant because I had some problems with my host mum… 

The only drawback about this experience was my host family. We had to wash our plates/dishes and someti-
mes cook  our dinner. Maria was very unkind with us. We didn’t talk at all with her because she was often 
out.Despite this Isabel, Deborah and I had a lot of fun together. Our room was very small but the view was 
gorgeous! We woke up every day at 06:10 a.m. or at least we tried…

One of our favorite things to do was taking the bus and go up the stairs, and sit on the upper deck of the fa-
mous red double-decker bus.

Laser zone was another new experience for me. I had to explore the multi-level fully marshalled arena and 
shoot opponents with my laser gun! 

And finally  my impression about London.

There are so many great place sto visit but we didn’t have  enough time. You will never get bored in London. 
it is a breathtaking place to visit. Sometimes it gets uncomfortably crowded and the town centre streets beco-
me filled with traffic and people but it keeps its beauty.

I would certainly recommend this experience. I have  learned lot of new vocabulary but the  most important 
thing is that I proved myself and my abilities to sort out the different problems of this week.

NEW WORDS I  TO REMEMBER

Spicy

Chickpea flour 

Stir-fried

Seed

Hitch hiking
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To thumb a lift

Halter

To overtake

Sought after

High flyers

Lavish and extravagant 

Fancy 

Abruptly 

Wearily
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About one week ago my school friends and I went  on a trip which lasted one week. The flight was ve-
ry smooth. We arrived in  London at 8.05 am and at 10 am the host family came to the Brighton Lan-
guage College and Elisa, Deborah and I met our host mum. Her name was Ana Maria  and she took 
us to her home. Unfortunately I must say that in the house the rooms were  very small and the meals 
were disgusting. In the morning we went to school and in the afternoon we visited the city with our 
school leaders. They were very friendly, tolerant and funny because they were young  and so they un-
derstood our needs . I like Brighton so much because it’s full of artists, musicians and also has beauti-
ful beaches. It’s fantastic because on the beach you can go cycling, rollerblading, skateboarding,  
play volleyball or beach football. Our lessons started at 9 o’clock and ended at 12.30 which left us 
plenty of free time.

I love Brighton Lanes. They are a maze of small streets full of  original independent shops! The best 
area for cool and crazy clothes is the North Lane.  Churchill Square has the best high-street shops.
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BEDROOM OF KING GEORGE IV, ROYAL PAVILION, 



 I fell in love with the beautiful Royal Pavilion, the palace built for king George IV in 1820. The outside 
looks like an Indian palace and the inside is decorated in  Chinese style. Old, but very cool! Also I’m 
crazy about the Brighton Pier funfair. From there you can see parts of the burnt-down West Pier.

CULTURAL DIFFERENCES

The traditional English way of eating is to make it as quick and simple as possible but the traditional 
Italian way of eating is to make it last as long as possible. In Italian all dishes  are intermingled with 
conversations on a variety of topics. The English are  more polite because when they get on and off  
the bus, they say  “hello” “thank you”  but in Italy we don’t do like this.

On Tuesday afternoon we saw  the Old Ship Hotel. In this hotel there is a very attractive outdoor terra-
ce with rattan sofas and heat lamps. Guest are offered maps on arrival  and in this hotel there are 
bars, restaurants, room service and Wi-Fi. 

We didn’t interview our host-family because she wasn’t very friendly. 

SOME NEWS WORDS TO REMEMBER

Reaching a fever pitch= coming to its highest level

Crystal clear=when something is obvious and really easy to understand

I can’t help feeling= I can’t stop myself from feeling

They leave me breathless= they hurt me so much

To pay back in kind= to give the same as you get

45



This experience has been important to me because I've seen a new country, a new way of life and thinking,

 I enjoyed  staying in the same house with my roommates but we didn’t have a good relationship with our  
host-mum, so we didn’t  interview our host family. 

The first days we didn’t have any problems, apart from the food that was scarce and not very good,  after so-
me days, one morning we were hungry so we started searching for something to eat, we found her biscuits 
and we ate them; in the evening, when we went back home, she was angry with us because we had eaten  
her biscuits and also because we didn't wash our plates and, in her opinion ,we were supposed to wash 
them.
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Anyway, apart from this mad woman, Brighton is a very beautiful cityto  and for a musician like me, it's a per-
fect place where find instruments, cd shops, vinyl shops and many kinds of weird shops, you can also find 
big chain shops like Mc Donald’s or Burger King or Zara, just to mention a few. 

Brighton is also a seaside location, the beach is just awesome and sitting down on the shingles watching the 
ocean breaking on the beach was a kind of magic.

My favourite place was the Brighton Pier, because when you're walking there, you can breathe the  ocean air 
and feel a great sense of relax, me and my rommates with a friend of mine that came to spend a little time 
together, went on the turbo coaster, a roller coaster right above the ocean, it was breathtaking and we had a 
lot of fun.

Something I didn't like very much was the school because we had an old teacher that was a little boring but 
I really enjoied the lesson about graffiti and then the city  walking tour to see some beautiful graffitis.

Last but not least, the tour of London;

I was really impressed by this city. Before the I'd always  seen it in photographs or postcards, and being the-
re was a kind of dream,

The thing that slightly disappointed my expectations was the  Big Ben, because I thought  it was much taller 
but it was however beautiful.

To sum up, this has been a really positive experience and I hope to go back to London and to Brighton  one 
day, maybe, who knows, to work there...

Some words I want to remember:

-hitch hiking, that means to thumb a lift

-a high flyer is a person who has had a lot of success.
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